
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY
OF GRAFTON AND UPTON

January 5, 2025

Leading with Heart - A Spirited Sunday
Honoring the Spirit of Kwanzaa -

with Rev. Daniel Gregoire
and Cherilyn Reno, DRE

UUSGU Mission Statement:
Spark the spirit and the mind.

Kindle loving community.
Ignite social justice in the world.



Unitarian Universalist Society of Grafton and Upton
Sunday, January 5, 2025

Community Music David DeGrand

Call to Worship Rev. Daniel Gregoire

Prelude David DeGrand

Welcome Debbie Pourali

Chalice Lighting (see blue music card in pew pocket)

Story Part 1 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughter Rev. Daniel Gregoire
An African Tale by John Steptoe (adapted)

*Hymn #1020 Woyaya David DeGrand

Sharing of Joys and Sorrows Debbie Pourali

Prayer Responsive Reading #536 Rev. Daniel Gregoire
“Morning,” by Mary Oliver

*Hymn #1008 When Our Heart Is in a Holy Place David DeGrand

Story Part 2 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughter Rev. Daniel Gregoire
An African Tale by John Steptoe (adapted)

Sermon Rev. Daniel Gregoire

Story Part 3 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughter Rev. Daniel Gregoire
An African Tale by John Steptoe (adapted)

Invitation to Generosity Debbie Pourali



Our Share the Plate: In the Hour of Need Family Shelter
IHN works in partnership with the faith community, groups, and area volunteers to provide

shelter and assistance to families with children who are experiencing homelessness regardless
of income and family structure. The Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance reports an

expected 732 adults using shelters in February 2025.

Use this QR code to donate via Paypal
or use the PayPal app: donate@uusgu.org
Choose “sending to a friend”

Use this QR code to donate via Venmo.
Venmo: @UUSGU_treasurer
Add a note to specify “plate” or “pledge”

Offertory Music David DeGrand

Offertory Response #402 “From You I Receive”
From you I receive, to you I give,
Together we share,
and from this we live.

Announcements Debbie Pourali

Story Part 4 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughter Rev. Daniel Gregoire
An African Tale by John Steptoe (adapted)

Kwanzaa Kinara Lighting Rev. Daniel Gregoire

*Hymn #1028 Fire of Commitment David DeGrand

*Invitation Rev. Daniel Gregoire

*Extinguishing the Chalice (see blue music card in pew pocket)

*Benediction Rev. Daniel Gregoire

Postlude David DeGrand
______________________________________
*Please rise in body or spirit

mailto:donate@uusgu.org


Events Calendar

Today, Sunday, January 5, 2025
● 10 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary and online)
● 11:15 AM - 12 PM Holiday Decoration Clean-up (Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary)
● 11:45 AM Worship Committee Meeting (Sanctuary)
● 12:45 PM New to UUSGU (Parlor)

Tuesday, January 7, 2025
● 12:30 PM Staff Meeting
● 6:30 PM Easy Does It (AA) Meeting

Wednesday, January 8, 2025
● 5-7 PM Rev. Daniel’s Office Hours (Contact minister@uusgu.org)

Thursday, January 9, 2025
● 10 AM Hatha Yoga Flow (Fellowship Hall)
● 6 PM Board of Trustees Meeting (Zoom)

Saturday, January 11, 2025
● 10 AM Artist’s Way

Sunday, January 12, 2025
● 10 AM Worship Service

For information on future events please see the Church calendar at UUSGU.org

http://uusgu.org


UUSGU Staff:
Rev. Daniel Gregoire
Director of Religious Exploration - Cherilyn Reno
Communications and Office Assistant - Liz Goodfellow
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursdays 9 AM - 4 PM

Board of Trustees
President: Donna Maria Cameron
Vice President: Susan West
Secretary: Chris Nichols
Treasurer: David Nichols
At Large: Christina Larson, Mehdi
Pourali, Tom Trainor and David Van Zandt

The Tech Team
Kevin Hayes, MB DeKara, Dave Nichols, David Van Zandt, and Steven Mergentheimer

Audio Visual Assistance: Large print orders of service are available from the greeters in
the vestibule of the Meeting House.

Do you receive our digital newsletter? We send a weekly and monthly newsletter with
news, events, and pictures! Sign up by emailing admin@uusgu.org

Altar Flowers: To donate flowers please use the envelopes in the pews or contact the
church office at admin@uusgu.org. The suggested donation is $25.

Gifts and Pledges: UUSGU is supported by the gifts and pledges of members and
friends. Please reach out to treasurer@uusgu.com to learn how to give.

Unitarian Universalist Society of Grafton & Upton
​ 3 Grafton Common | PO Box 102 | Grafton, MA 01519

508-839-2927 | admin@uusgu.org| www.uusgu.org
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